20141005 Life-lessons 6: God’s secret plan

In our text, Paul describes the Gospel as “the mystery of Christ... (that has) been revealed by
the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets....” (3:4,5)

The Gospel is a SECRET that reveals the very heart and mind of God. But rather than keep the
secret to Himself, in the Gospel, the reality of God’s plan is laid out for everyone to hear. The
Gospel of Jesus Christ is a secret that God wants all believers to openly share with others!

In Paul’s day, there were many "mystery religions" that claimed to have secrets to unlock the
key to life and happiness. Christianity is not like that at all!

Although the secret plan of God is intended to be open for all, the Bible reminds us repeatedly
that we can only come to know the mystery of God as God reveals it to our heart.

In the Gospel, God’s plan of salvation is revealed to the human heart. Sometime we can get all
confused about the complicated details of the Bible’s message. Because of this, it is helpful to
keep it simple enough to get right to the heart of the matter.

Paul uses three phrases (all using the word "together") to describe the extent of God’s
blessing of his people who take part of the mystery of the Gospel. We need to experience this
mystery ourselves!

1. HEIRS together with Israel... ‘

2. MEMBERS together of one body...

3. SHARERS together in the promise in Christ Jesus... _



In Ephesians and Galatians, Paul makes it clear that the promise is that we believers will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirt.

Collectively, the church has been designed by God to be the means by which the secret of God
is made known to all. Paul says, that

Individually, we Christians are called to witness to Christ.

Today’s Life-lesson is: Only the Spirit of God can reveal God to us. We are called to experience
God and then proclaim Him to others.




